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the present religious arrangements of the Russian
Empire. The Czar cannot reveal himself to the new
subjects he expects to acquire under an aspect
which, in their eyes, will at once stamp him with
the character of Antichrist; and he is placed in the
alternative of surrendering a power which himself
and his predecessors have laboured during five cen-
turies to obtain, or by some such compact or com-
position as that to which I refer to break the
concert of religious opposition, which otherwise in-
fallibly will be directed against him the moment he
assumes the direct administration of the Ottoman
Empire. That empire the Ottomans acquired, be-
cause they were not Christians; that neutrality which
they have maintained in matters of religion and
absolute toleration,* they have taught as a habit to
their subjects. Eussia has promised them something
better; they will forget neither lesson. If the power
of Turkey fall of itself, its European dominions will
present a frightful scene of rage and persecution;
but if the head of the official Church of Eussia pre-
sume to replace it, then will be opened an era from
the contemplation of which imagination shrink0* ;
the darkest scenes of the most barbarous ages will
be re-enacted; English, French, and German blood

* Passage from." Eussia and Turkey."